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public feeling in our national struggle for existence. Japan has not done us any more harm as our enemy than the swallowing of the insult would have cfone us. Besides, in August, 1914, no one could say how long the war would last; at that time indeed the army was full of confidence in victory. We had to take the chance of holding Tsingtao in the event of a speedy end to the war. An attempt to hand over Tsingtao to America, in exchange perhaps for the Philippines, was bound to break down.
We had developed the Boxer line into a solid rampart which only included a few works, with trenches and barbed-wire entanglements, and the sea-front was fortified with a few Krupp cannon which we had taken from the Taku forts for use against insurgents. The last shell was fired when Tsingtao surrendered. When 30,000 of the enemy began the general assault, which there was no artillery to ward off, it was only a question as to whether the remainder of our garrison would allow themselves to be slaughtered in the unfortified town by the attackers. The governor acted correctly in capitulating. In the streets of the captured town the Japanese searched a long time for the 12,000 Germans that they expected to find there. But there were only 2,000, with perhaps 1,500 more conscripts and volunteers who had faithfully found their way thither from the German official and commercial circles in all the settlements in China.